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As a child, as a youth, and as the subduer of Asuras ,Lord Muruga's evocative depictions
juxtaposing love and devotion seemed infused into the dance form “Kavadichindu,” performed
at the very first TB meet held in Thiruvananthapuram by a dancer, actress, singer, and co-director
of short films ; verily a master of a plethora of arts whom we are about to present through this
column today.

Rajalekshmi
SBI
RBO 1, Kollam

Born to Shri Ramachandran Nair, an expatriate and Mrs Sujaya, a homemaker, she hails from
Kunniyode near Poovar in Thiruvananthapuram district.She is the elder of their two daughters
and her younger sister, Divya, resides in Thiruvananthapuram with her family.

Rajalakshmi had her formative years of schooling at RCLPS and Vimal Hridaya High School in her
native place.She completed Higher Secondary studies from MVHSS, Arumanoor following which



she earned a bachelor’s degree in Biotechnology from Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham, Vallikkavu,
Kollam.

She began her banking career in November 2011 at the Koipuram branch of SBT in
Pathanamthitta district. After serving at Parassala and Anandavallishwaram, she is now posted at
SBI, Kollam RBO-1.

At a tender age, she was enrolled in a dance school near home by her family. She got trained
there until the eighth standard before a hiatus.

She utilised the opportunities which came her way during school days.She fondly remembers the
steadfast encouragement offered to her by the teachers at Vimal Hridaya High School.During
higher secondary studies she was active in group events.While studying at Amrita Vishwa
Vidyapeetham, she got to be a part of the team that presented the Ranga Pooja. She danced
again during SBI's Orientation programme which was followed by an interlude from the world of
art.

Dance videos of members of Talented Bankers rekindled the passion for dance in Rajalakshmi.
She performed again at TB's “First Show,” -an online program for novices, but her hesitation
made her back out at some point.

Rajalakshmi attended the Kollam TB meet in 2022, with her family. She was one among the
audience then and it did not even cross her mind that in the following days the artist delitescent
within her would culminate that she would exalt herself to enchant the onlookers with her
performance on the stage. During the COVID period, she prepared some craft items and
participated in Tabex.During that time she also sang around three songs for TB virtually.At the
2023 TB meet in Kozhikode also she was just a spectator. However drawing inspiration from the
performances she beheld,she resolved that, come what may, she would perform the following
year.

She made her debut appearance at the TB meet held in Kottayam in 2024.That performance was
a group dance under the leadership of Shri Anusheelan. Though she yearned to stage a solo
performance,her reluctance always reigned.

Taking her daughter to dance class revived a long-suppressed yearning in Rajalakshmi.While her
daughter got trained, she also embarked on her artistic journey. What had seemed latent during
a period of hesitation became galvanized , and through that realisation of self, we could find our
way to a formidable dancer.

At the Frame Fiesta short-film festival of the Kottayam TB meet, her served as co-director for the
short film LIFT. Though she had no prior experience, she completed the co-director’s role
entrusted to her by Anusheelan diligently.

In the short film “Miya," featured at the Thiruvananthapuram meet, she not only served as co-
director but also played the character Dr. Varsha,showcasing her talent in acting.In Anusheelan’s
short film “Thirodhanam,” she again collaborated.She calls it serendipitous that for SBT’s
Guruvayoor Ekadashi Lamp, she and her friends performed a group dance.



Her life partner is Vipin Das, who was her senior at college. Vipin is a dancer, singer and actor
whose repertoire includes LIFT, Thirodhanam, and Miya. Their daughter Sarangi is fourth-grade
student.Though kept herself off stage at times, Vipin has always stood by her to bring her back
into the realm of arts.

Rajalakshmi believes she has yet to go a long way in the world of art.
LIFT’s director, Anusheelan, says the following about Rajalakshmi.

“We’ve always known Raji as a dancer, but her contribution during the making of LIFT astounded
me. | wanted to orchestrate a way to credit every friend on screen, so | assigned small technical
tasks to the team,even though most were new to that. Everyone delivered, but Rajalakshmi, our
assistant director, stood out. At the edit, | could discern her meticulous work.No one would ever
guess that it was her first experience. In Miya, she acted with immersive focus.

Sudhi’s words about Raji, who pplayed the role of Dr. Varsha in the short film “Miya” goes as
follows.

“Certain things happen unexpectedly ,yet they would be sweet. The role of Dr. Varsha, was
conceived with someone else in mind,however the role reached Rajalakshmi at the eleventh
hour. Her performance surpassed my vision, and that still fills me with amazement. The support
she extended behind the camera, she carried in front of it as well with the same sincerity. Simply
standing there and witnessing that transformation was an unforgettable experience.”

Raji has sincere gratitude to those who have propelled her artistic ascent including her better
half Vipin, mentors, family members, colleagues, and most of all, the platform Talented Bankers,
which identifies capable artists, nurtures them, and provides comprehensive support to elevate
their craft. With a luminous smile as her signature, gentleness in demeanour and a fervent love
for dance,may Raji be poised to reach remarkable heights in the world of art in the days to
come.



